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more like sixteen or seventeen. She has grown so much in the
short time since I saw her last."
"He told me the other day/' Hsi-men Ch'ing said, "that
he was thinking of securing two young ladies and having
them taught music, but I never thought of asking who they
were."
The Moon Lady entertained Mistress PSn IV and her
daughter, and Picture of Grace, Tower of Jade, Golden Lotus,
Beauty of the Snow and Orchid came and joined them. When
Mistress Pen went away, the Moon Lady gave her a complete
outfit of heavy silk and a tael of silver. Picture of Grace and
the other ladies all gave her something, flowers, ornaments,
kerchiefs, powder, or something of the sort.
In the evening, Tai An returned and said that Abbot Wu
had accepted the silver. "His Holiness Huang," he said, "is
still here and will remain until after the twentieth. They will
come on the morning of the nineteenth and prepare the altar
and the dais/'
The next day, Hsi-men Ch'ing gave instructions to the
cooks, insisting that everything should be of the very best,
At the great gate he set up a seven-storied pagoda, and, before
the great hall, one of five stories.
On the seventeenth, there came two officers from Sung to
see what preparations had been made. At the upper part of
the hall they saw a peacock screen. The floor was covered with
coloured rugs. The chair cushions and tablecloths were all
embroidered. The food which had been prepared for the Grand
Marshal was the finest imaginable and the delicacies were
delightful to eat as well as to look at. Two smaller tables were
set for the two provincial officers, and there were a few other
tables for provincial officers of rank. Outside the hall, in the
temporary building that had been put up, were a number of
tables for five courses of food and five of dessert for the
officials of the eight districts. When the officers had finished
their inspection, Hsi-mSn Ch'ing gave them tea, and they went
back to report to their superiors.
The next day the provincial dignitaries came with a host of
officers to await the arrival of the Grand Marshal's boat. They
had with them a yellow banner with the words 'IMPERIAL
COMMISSIONER', and before them was carried the

